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March 18, 2018 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Grace Lutheran Church  
Colorado Springs, Colorado  
Preacher: Pastor Michael Tassler 
 
Grace to you and peace in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Some Greeks wish to see Jesus. Huh. No big deal, right? Except that these foreigners in 
Jerusalem show up just when things are starting to get really dicey for Jesus. Turns out it’s 
harmless but not so harmless: their request to see Jesus is like the shot from the starter’s pistol 
that begins the sprint to his death. 
 
In the story arc of John’s gospel, today’s lesson comes after the events we will remember next 
Sunday on Palm Sunday. Jesus has already entered Jerusalem for the final time, now on a 
donkey, and the crowds are going crazy. And he has just raised Lazarus from the dead. And 
Lazarus’ sisters Martha and Mary now host Jesus for a dinner in their home. And the crowds 
want to see Jesus, they want to see Lazarus whom he has raised, and they are pressing onto 
their house. 
 
And because of this, the religious leaders decide that the best thing to do in this situation is not 
only to kill Jesus, but to kill Lazarus too. Because Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, even more 
people are flocking to Jesus and beginning to follow him. They think that if they silence Jesus 
and Lazarus by killing them, their problems will go away.   
 
This has always been, and remains, the way of the world.   
 
An American government official is fired on a Friday night at 10:00 pm. How many of you have 
been fired on a Friday night at 10:00 pm? Not saying he doesn’t deserve to be fired; just saying: 
fire him Monday at 8:00 am.  
 
An actress, reportedly involved with the American president, is paid $130,000 to silence her, 
and when she begins to talk, she’s threatened with $20 million of lawsuits.  
 
A teenage girl, who has just witnessed and survived the slaughter of 17 of her classmates, 
speaks her mind – which, last time I checked, was also a protected right – and some 
boneheaded political candidate in Maine calls her a “lesbian skinhead.”  
 
Last Wednesday night, Rio de Janeiro city councilwoman Marielle Franco, was assassinated in a 
9-bullet hail, along with her driver. Four bullets to the head. She was 38, black, and gay, and 
raised in a crime-ridden favela (which is the Brazilian term for the urban slums that the poorest 
of the poor live in). She had worked hard, earned a degree from a prestigious university, and 
became a member of the city council two years ago. And she was a pain in the you know what; 
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according to one report, an unrelenting critic of official neglect of blacks, women, homosexuals, 
and the poor. And while no assassin has yet been arrested, bullet casings found at the crime 
scene were purchased by the Federal Police and bullets from the very same lot were used in a 
series of attacks in 2015 for which three police officers were convicted.  
 
Almost exactly three years ago, Boris Nemtsov, a Russian critic of Vladimir Putin (a Russian 
critic, because that’s all that’s left now) openly criticized Putin in a radio interview saying, 
“When power is concentrated in the hands of one person and this person always rules, 
everything ends up in an absolute catastrophe. Absolute.” Two hours later he was gunned 
down in front of the Kremlin.   
 
Such are the things people intoxicated with power do. 
 
And I don’t think it matters if we actually kill someone. Whether the impulse to do away with 
someone results in their death or not, most of us want to do away with people we can’t stand.  
Maybe we just turn around and go the other way if we see them in the grocery store. Or finally 
get fed up and “unfriend” them on Facebook. Or just ignore them and write them off.  
 
This. This is what’s happening to Jesus. The leaders want him gone. And they want also to do 
away with the evidence (like, say, the now alive-again Lazarus) of what Jesus has been up to.  
It’s embarrassing to the religious leaders that Jesus has raised someone from the dead. It ruins 
their system just like forgiving sinners ruins their system. Just like Jesus telling the one without 
sin to cast the first stone ruins the system. Just like eating dinner with prostitutes and tax 
collectors ruins the system. Just like opening up the love of God to everyone, including Greeks 
and foreigners and Gentiles and sinners and all the outsiders ruins their system.  
 
So, now, they’ll kill Jesus. That’ll do the trick, they figure. 
 
So, when these Greeks show up, when it seems that, literally now, the whole world is flocking 
to Jesus, it’s “stand and deliver” time. Jesus sees it: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified.” And just to be super clear here, “glorified” means he is going to die at the hands of 
those who are in power. “Unless and grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,” he says, “it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” It’s time. He knows it.  
 
And in this hour that Jesus sees now clearly: all these systems, all the systems in which we still 
are twisted up today, the systems that put our enemies to death, whether by ignoring them in 
the grocery store aisle or by gunning them down in the streets or by silencing them with a little 
hush money: these systems now are revealed as the power-grabbing games they are. 
 
Marielle Franco, Boris Nemtsov, Emma Gonzalez, Stormy Daniels…you name them.  All those 
threatened by the systems that think that truth can be silenced merely by killing, or mocking, or 
paying off its bearers: all of this is nothing more than a grabbing for the self. It’s the way of 
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those who love their lives at the expense of the lives of others. You can kill and threaten all the 
people you want; you can’t kill truth.   
 
But Jesus is human; he’s distressed at this point. His soul is troubled. The whole world has gone 
after him.  But, for him, there’s no more putting off what’s coming.  He owns it. The hour has 
come, his moment of truth.  He is going to be killed for all that he stands for.  “What should I 
say?” he asks. “Father, save me from this hour?  No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 
hour.”   
 
And in this hour, “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He finds his 
center again and his resolve. 
 
You and I don’t have to be a Marielle Franco or a Boris Nemtsov or an Emma Gonzalez. You 
just have to be yourself. And do know this: if you’re a real follower of Jesus, you won’t get out 
of what’s coming.  If you are drawn to Jesus – as he promises we all will be – the Jesus who dies 
for you and along with you, serving others, embracing people that the world rejects, calling 
everyone back to the God who made them and loves them and cares for them, then you get to be 
you. You get to live life, not at the expense of others, but for their sake and for their well-being.  
You get to be beautifully and richly and generously you…not grabbing and hoarding for 
yourself, not threatening and intimidating and killing, but living from the abundance that God 
shares with every single person.   
 
If you are among those drawn to Jesus, you get to be you…standing up for truth and for love, 
not counting the cost. Let the world rage. It doesn’t matter. Stand up to it. Smile, and say, “Your 
game is up.” And then do what Jesus does: eat with sinners, unmask the powers, frolic with 
God.  Be drawn to Jesus, for in him all shall be well.  Amen. 


