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Inviting All to Thrive in God’s Love and Grace



Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Welcome

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the wellspring of grace,
our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

*Call to Worship

Come, it is time to be in worship, where you can let your worries go for this
hour and be present with the Holy and our community.

We seek places of peace and rest from the stresses of our lives.

The Shepherd will lead you to places where your soul may be restored.
We come, sometimes fearful of the hostilities of the world.

In the midst of all the turmoil, The Shepherd will provide for your needs
abundantly. Come, you are safe here.

Surely these wonders will heal and restore our spirits.
Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness

God is the Good Shepherd and knows our needs and leads us into green pastures and
beside still waters. God sustains us when we are in trouble. But, consumed by our own
interests, we don’t always see God’s presence, nor do we attend to our neighbor in
need. Our God is merciful, eager to forgive, if only we would repent and confess our
sin. Confident in God’s mercy, let us offer the good confession before God and one
another, first in the silence of our own hearts.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.



God of Mercy,

You are the Good Shepherd who attend to our needs, but we fail to see your
abundant life in our midst. We see only scarcity. Our consumer culture has
engraved upon us the message that we are “not enough” - not beautiful or
handsome enough, not smart enough, not rich enough. At the core of our being,
we believe that we are “not enough”. Help us to understand that we are Your
beloved children, created in Your image, and a part of Your beautifully and
wonderfully created flock. Gather us in to help us to know we are enough always
in Your eyes.

Amen.

Even though we have wandered and have become lost, the shepherd calls to us. We
can place our trust in his loving care. For we are the sheep of his pasture, blessed and

given hope. Therefore, you are forgiven of your sins in the name of the Father, + Son,
and Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God!
Christ has come to us. Amen.



Gathering Hymn ELW 532 Gather Us In
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*Easter Dialogue

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain! Alleluia!
He gives us new life and hope through his resurrection! Alleluia!

Rejoice then, even in your distress.
We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears.

God has claimed us as God’s own.
God has called us from our darkness into the light of his day.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

*Now the Feast and Celebration
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Verse 3
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Let us pray.

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep,

you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied;
heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching, and Song

First Reading:

Acts 4:5-12

°The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, “with Annas the
high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family. "When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By
what power or by what name did you do this?” “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, "if we are questioned today because of a
good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed,
et it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing
before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead. '' This Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’



"“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23

'The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
“The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
‘You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways or your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24

'“We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to
lay down our lives for one another. ''How does God’s love abide in anyone who has
the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

'“Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. '’And by
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him
““whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. *'Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God;
?and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and
do what pleases him.

>3 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. **All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Holy Word, Holy Wisdom. Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation

# Tﬂil \ [ b - I 2" J ]
bu I = = 7 - [ g » o
Al-le-lu-1a, al-le-lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we
G s g — ey
—— O : | ] it
- E— ] - ) o r

go? You have the words of e - ter - nal

iﬁ& "5
Li¥s
|

‘\;}U E:'. - i : _.,,.-l- .
life Al-le - lu - 1a!
*Gospel: Luke 24: 36b-48

The Holy Gospel according to John, the Tenth Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ''“T am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. '“The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. “The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. '“T am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, "“just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. '°I have
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. ''For this reason the Father loves me,
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. '“No one takes it from me, but I
lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up
again. | have received this command from my Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Lesson Rev. Kelsey Fauser

Sermon Rev. Karley Fauser



*Hymn of the Day: ELW The Lord’s My Shepherd
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e'en for his own name’s sake.

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still.
My  head thou dost with oil a - noint.and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us confess our faith collectively with the Apostle’s
Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting.

Amen.
10



*Prayers of Intercession & Sharing of Peace
God of grace. Hear our prayer.
Pastor concludes after the Saints are read:

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Please share a peace sign with your neighbor.

MEAL

God Feeds Us with the Presence of Jesus Christ

Music at the Offering

*Offertory
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*Offering Prayer
Let us Pray,
Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.

Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and 1n all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

12
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It 1s Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ,

who joins us together as a community of broken but hopeful believers:
loving what he loved
living what he taught, and
striving to be his faithful servants
in our time and place.

In this meal we remember Jesus, his promises,

and the price he paid for who he was, what he said, and what he did.

On the night before Jesus died,
he took a loaf of bread,

gave thanks, broke it, and said,
“Take and eat, whenever you do this, remember me.”
After supper, Jesus took the cup, and poured, saying,
“This 1s the new covenant, remember me.”

We do remember.
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We remember his life of love, his friendship, his teaching, his dying, and his rising to
life again.
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In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith:

Holy Mystery, God the Spirit,
we call on you to transform these familiar things,
as you continually transform the world around us.

Bless this bread and this cup,

the wheat and the grape,

the farmer and the harvest,

the seed and the sower.
So that in the sharing of these simple elements in community,
we may taste and see your goodness.

In collective longing for a taste of your Kingdom on earth,
we join together in echoing the prayer of Jesus:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

14



Lamb of God
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1. Lamb of God, vyou take a-way the sin of the world;
2. Lamb of God, you break the chains of ha-tred and fear;
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4, Lamb of God, vyou are the way of mer-cy and love:
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grant  us peace, grant  us peace, grant  us peace.
Communion Hymn 1: ACS 1069 God Bestows on Every Sense
Communion Hymn 2: ELW 780 Shepherd Me, O God

*Table Blessing& Post-Communion Prayer

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ that you have received, strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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Let us pray:

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send us
forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy
of Jesus,

our redeemer and friend. Amen.

SENDING

God Blesses Us and Sends Us in Mission to the World

*Blessing

*Blessing

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.
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God Be with You Till We Meet Again

Hymn ELW 536
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till we meet, ull we meet, God be withyou till we meet a - gain.
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Liturgical music printed by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45522. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License # A-713711. All rights

reserved

17



